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Meet Tabitha... 

I was born in Fort Worth, Texas, and grew up in Texas. My family tree is complicated. 
Both my parents were married four times, so I have a mixture of full and half siblings, 
of which I am the fourth. I have five brothers and two sisters. It was a typical           
dysfunctional family, with a long line of alcoholics on both sides. My mom left my dad 
when I was three; when I was older, he told me her excuse for leaving was that I, as a 
three-year-old, was “too much trouble.” I lived as an only child with my dad for a   
couple of years and then he remarried. When I was 11, that marriage broke up and it 
was just my dad and me again. He died when I was 19, which was a huge loss. 
 
At age 20, I vacationed in Colorado with my then-boyfriend and fell in love with the 
mountains. Two weeks later, we moved there, got engaged, and got married. But after 
two and a half years of his abusing me, I left him. Just about every relationship I’ve 
been in since has been abusive. I always want to help, but men seem to always take 
advantage of me. My drinking problem got serious around age 23 or 24. 
 

After 20 years in Colorado, I began missing my family a lot, and I moved in with my sister and her husband in Indiana 
in 2015. Then my brother-in-law lost his job and they moved to California to live with his father, under cramped   
conditions. I had a married nephew at Scott Air Force Base near St. Louis, and he invited me to live with him because 
he had an extra bedroom. But he had marital problems and with all the extra stress, my drinking got out of hand to 
the point that I ended up in a rehab facility in Centralia, which discharged me to the Freedom House in Decatur. 
Their van drove me to the Freedom House in April 2018, but the way they had described it was so, so NOT the way it 
was. The proprietor constantly made inappropriate, sexual comments and seemed to view me as his girlfriend, even 
though when I got the hint he was interested in me, I immediately made it clear I was not interested in him. He had 
cameras all over the house and I believe put in audio recording equipment in my bedroom. He was jealous and   
possessive and tried to control my whole life. It was so stressful that my existing problems with depression and anxi-
ety were becoming unmanageable.  
 
In Colorado, I had worked in property management for eight years and was in charge of owner relations for a large 
company. I also worked as a sales associate at a Pier 1, both in Colorado and then in Fairview Heights. So I had no 
trouble being hired at the Pier 1 in Forsyth (an hour’s commute by bus). I only get 15 to 20 hours a week as an     
associate. I could become a lead associate, but I don’t have a car, which is required to make bank deposits. I could 
have had my own place by now, but I have financially helped my boyfriend and his 70-year-old father, who are also 
homeless. He’s a really nice guy and treats me very well, but it’s been difficult considering our living situation. 
 
On October 1, I started staying at the Careage House. I was very impressed with the cleanliness and peacefulness 
there. It was refreshing. I had never set foot in a homeless shelter before. I really appreciate the meals starting      
November 1. Before that, the most stressful part of my day was trying to figure 
out how to get something healthy to eat. 
 
I’ve battled drinking for the last 20+ years. I’d love to return to Colorado, but it 
would have to be a different area, because the people I know there are into a 
lot of drugs and drinking. When my sister gets her own place in California, I 
might move there. I’ve been sober a little over seven months now and plan to 
just keep taking it a day at a time. I hope to have my own place soon and     
continue to improve my life and myself spiritually and physically. 
 
Thanks to everyone who supports the Careage House; I don’t know where I 
would be without it. 

   HEARTBEAT 
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 Our Board of Directors: 

Executive Director: Dan Watkins 

President: Greg Taylor, Chestnut 

Brian Atwood, Decatur 

Harold Batthauer, Decatur 

Ty Batthauer, Decatur 

Larry Hughes, Warrensburg 

Cody Monkman, Clinton 

Brenda Pride, Decatur  

Michael Reynolds, Decatur 

Jené Row, CPA, Decatur 

Christmas Wish List 
 Bathroom Air Fresheners  

 Paper Plates 

 Paper Bowls  

 Disposable Cups 

 Paper Towels 

 Toilet Paper 

 Laundry Detergent Pods  

 Crystal Lite Type Drinks 

 Imodium  

 G or PG DVD Movies 

 Coffee 

 Stackable Clothes Washer & Dryer 

 Cleaning Volunteers for Careage House 

Box City 2018 

This year the 9
th

 annual box city happened on         

Millikin’s campus on November 9
th

. Box City is a 

homeless simulation that helps raise awareness for 

the homeless in our community. This simulation is 

meant to help college students and community    

members who attend understand the struggles of   

being homeless. Box City is hosted by the Human   

Service Connection group from Millikin University. 

This is a student group of Human Service majors who 

are led by Mary Garrison, a Human Services Professor. 

This semester, God’s Shelter of Love has had an intern, 

Abston Newingham, who is the President of Human 

Service Connections. Dan Watkins was also invited to 

speak to the participants of Box City about the    

homeless population and the community of Decatur. 



 

      Please tear off and return:         

 I want to give monthly to God’s Shelter of Love in the amount of $_________ / month. 

 I am giving a one-time donation to God’s Shelter of Love. ________  

 I will pray regularly for God’s Shelter of Love _________ 

 Name________________________________   

 Address______________________________  e-mail _____________________ 

 City_______________________State_________Zip__________ 

          Please pray for...________________________________________________________ 

          Have you considered including God’s Shelter of Love in your will? 
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     Dear Friends, 

The last time you heard my voice was through “A Thread From the Thrift Shop.” Managing 

Blessingdales was a “Moses experience” for me; not the leading people to salvation part, but the 

part where God placed me, like Moses, in a position for which I had very little qualification. When 

God uses unexpected people to do His work, He receives all the glory.  

I am now facing another “Moses experience.” I’ve been asked to come alongside our       

residents in a special way, which we are calling a “Life Encourager.” I want to: encourage; restore 

hope; help re-establish dreams that may have been dashed; dream up new futures; help them to 

see their value and worth in Christ; counsel and listen and love them; equip them or lead them to 

others that are able to equip them for the future; help them learn new practical skills they may 

have never had an opportunity to learn and more.  

Wow, that’s a powerful list! Truth be told, I can’t do it. However, I’m reminded through these words 

I just sang in worship, “I’m not enough, unless you come. Will you meet me here again? ’Cause all I 

want is all you are.” Well, I WANT that list!  

I’m confident that as I come alongside these women that God will meet me where I am and 

speak for me, just as He provided a voice for Moses. When God uses unexpected people to do His 

work, He receives the glory and lives are changed! 

 

Blessings to you, 

Susan Bacon 



GOD’S SHELTER OF LOVE 

929 NORTH UNION STREET 

DECATUR, ILLINOIS 62522 

(217) 422-2790/2791 
 

   *RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Visit us online @ Godsshelteroflove.org and Blessingdalesthriftshop.com 

Because of your compassion, someone at God’s Shelter of 

Love today is discovering there’s a better — and a new way to 

live.  Your concern helps our guests realize they do matter   

after all, and your ongoing support assures our friends you 

will always be there during their time of need.  We’re all on a 

journey,  and when you share your heart and abundance with 

travelers who are weary, you breathe new life into them and 

help give them the courage to carry on. Everyone at the     

shelter is grateful to you for your many expressions of love. 

Those who come to us for help during troubled times may 

never meet you, but they will always remember your acts of kindness. To continue to make a difference in 

lives of young and old, may we encourage you to give yet another generous donation at this time?  Thank 

you for reaching out to the neediest of all today.    


